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          6th January 2022 
Dear Parents, 
 
Happy New Year to you! We hope you all had a restful break and want to welcome you back for the spring 
term. We are looking forward to having the children back together in class.  
 

TOPIC 

Our first topic back this half term will be Arctic Adventures. The class will begin by finding out where the 
Arctic Circle is and which countries can be found within the Arctic Circle. They learn about Arctic explorers, 
the Inuit way of life, the Aurora Borealis, ice and its properties, Arctic animals and other things. 
 
ENGLISH 
In English, we will offer continuous opportunities for the children to practise their writing skills through 
both independent and teacher led activities. We will begin our writing journey through the book Meerkat 
Mail. This story tracks the journey of a little Meerkat called Sunny, who is off to visit his cousins in various 
places around the world. It is great for developing geographical skills as well as Art and PSHE. We will then 
move on to On Sudden Hill; this story explores the theme of friendship, loyalty, sharing and loss. It offers a 
variety of gripping writing opportunities through a range of purposes. The children are enjoying predicting 
what they think might happen next to the characters in our stories and looking at the different ways, the 
authors keep us hooked and wanting to read on.  
 

PHONICS 
In Phonics, we will enter into our new Essential Letters and Sounds phonics scheme building on from our 
previous learning. (More information about this new phonics scheme will be sent out by the end of this 
week.) Each week, we will continue to send home a list of words, by Google Classroom & Parentmail, that 
follow our spelling rule, for the children to practice reading and writing in the hope that they will then use 
these words correctly in their independent writing tasks in class.  
  
MATHS 
In Maths, we will begin the half term by learning Time. Following this, the learning will move onto Place 
Value, Addition & Subtraction and finally Measure. Any support you can give your child at home with telling 
the time is much appreciated: Using a clock (digital or analogue) to recognise the times of daily activities.  

 

P.E 
PE will be on a Monday with the Sports Coaches and a Tuesday, rain or shine each week, so please ensure 
your child has an appropriate weather dependent PE kit. As a reminder, the children will need 
plimsolls/trainers; navy blue shorts/jogging bottoms, plain white or light blue t-shirt and a blue sweatshirt. 
Earrings need to be removed for these PE days.   
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HOMEWORK 
Homework in Year 1 is: 

 Read to an adult for at least 10 minutes each evening and talk about what you have read together.  

 Practice spellings from the list of spellings on Google Classroom. 

 Complete the Maths Pre-Teach page as directed by Mrs Collins on Google classroom and the Active 
Learn Game. 
 

I will continue to include optional extension activities and suggestions for those whose children keen to do 
more at home.  

 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us through Google Classroom. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Mrs Farcinsen & the Year 1 Team 
 


